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MEETING MINUTES for Saudi Arabia IPv6 Task Force 4th Meeting
	Date of Meeting:  
	21/Jan/2009


	1. Purpose of Meeting

	· Present the consultant’s point of view on adopting IPv6 (Devoteam)
· Present the IPv6 Test Lab and how to connect to it
· Review the developed IPv6 Strategy for Saudi Arabia and discuss the progress
· Present the agenda of the IPv6 public workshop planned on 8th of Feb


	2. Attendees

King Abdulaziz City for Science and Technology (KACST), Meeting Room, Ground Floor

	Name
	Company
	Name
	Company

	Yousef Al Akeel
	STC
	Khaled Altwergi
	STC

	Adnan Almosleh
	STC
	Ebrahim Khalil
	Atheeb

	Hesham Bin Abbas
	KACST ISU
	Ibraheem Alfuraih
	CITC

	Abdallah Al Fallaj
	CITC
	Abdelfatah Abuqayyas
	CITC

	Haiyan Alsaiyad
	Devoteam
	Djamel Agini
	Devoteam

	Bilal Moossa
	Devoteam
	Mohammed Ghnaim
	Devoteam

	Yves Chent
	CITC
	Abdullah Aldosari
	Atheeb

	Sami Aldeham
	CITC
	Ibrahim Alateeq
	KACST ISU

	Mohammad Alghamdi
	KACST ISU
	Zyad Al Khwaiter
	CITC

	Mohammad Al Mullais
	STC
	Salah Al Mofleh
	STC

	Ashraf Sattar
	STC
	Rayed Alrashed
	CITC

	
	
	
	


	3. Meeting Agenda 

	· 09:00 (20 Minutes) KACST presentation (Mohamad Al-Ghamdi, KACST)
· 09:20 (30 Minutes) IPv6 adoption framework presentation (Haiyan Alsaiyed, Devoteam) 

· 09:50 (40 Minutes) IPv6 test lab presentation (Mohammed Ghnaim, Devoteam)
· 10:30 (15 minutes) break 

· 10:45 (30 Minutes) Present IPv6 strategy 

· 11:15 (30 Minutes) Present IPv6 the public workshop 

· 11:45 (30 Minutes) Discuss task force time slot in the workshop (50 minutes) 

· 12:15 Prayer

	4. Meeting Notes, Decisions and Issues

	· Dr. Hesham Bin-Abbas (HA) from KACST welcomed the attendees and delivered an overall introduction to IPv6 and major reasons why adoption of IPv6 has been slow so far. Reasons presented ranged from lack of urgent needs such as low demand for the protocol, complexity and cost of implementation.

· Dr. Ibraheem Al Furaih (IF) from CITC welcomed the attendees to the 4th IPv6 Task Force meeting. 
· Rayed AlRashed (RR) from CITC welcomed the attendees to the 4th IPv6 Task Force meeting gave a brief about the meeting objectives and its agenda

· Mohamad Al-Ghamdi (MG) from KACST presented KACST experience in deploying IPv6. The presentation covered KACST’s plan for adopting the IPv6 including the testing and the final deployment of IPv6 expected to be done by the end of 2009.

· MG highlighted that one of the main obstacles KACST faced was the lack of proper support for IPv6 in firewall products in the market.

· Dr. Abu Qayyas commented on the issue stating that this should be addressed with high importance and communicated by the task force for all the parties concerned in Saudi Arabia including but not limited to the vendors of these firewalls.

· Haiyan Alsaiyed from Devoteam presented a complete framework and methodology for adopting IPv6 in any organization. The presentation covered all phases which include initiation and planning, assessment, master planning, development, deployment and monitoring phases.

· Khaled Altwergi (KT) from STC raised a question on whether the current applications/services require the need for IPv6 or not. Yves Chenet (YC) from CITC explained that IPv6 should be viewed from a more fundamental point of view as being a key infrastructure component of the internet considering the expected explosion in MOBILE DATA users and the prospective scalability problems it will induce for managing networks in case providers opt not to adopt for IPv6 and to keep on using their IPv4 blocks.

· Dr. Abdelfattah Abuqayyas (AA) commented that the approach presented from HS should not convey a message to the audience that IPv6 adoption is a complicated matter.

· Haiyan Alsaiyed agreed and highlighted that the purpose of Devoteam approach is to put the steps for any possible migration into a well defined framework and actions plan just as is the case for any other introduction for a new technology in order to address all aspects from the business and technical points of view.
· KT raised the issue of costs required for any IPv6 effort. Dr. Ibraheem highlighted that this has been addressed before and pointed out the prospective cost reductions from adopting IPv6 through simplifying network operations.

· Dr. AA raised the issue of IPv6 for the end users and their stance in any IPv6 adoption effort. HS pointed that IPv6 interoperability should be completely transparent from the side of the end user in any successful IPv6 undertaking.

· KT asked about the need for roll back plans during the journey of adopting the IPv6. HS said that these plans are important and should be part of the developed testing plan which is an important element in any IPv6 adoption strategy.

· Dr. AA opinionated that the dynamic nature of universities position them as main candidates to pioneer any local IPv6 adoption effort. Dr. IF from CITC noted that such would have been the case in the late 90’s and not currently when only 13% of the IANA IPv4 stock is available. Dr. IF stated that at this point, it is of utmost importance that all stakeholders, especially service providers start their planning for adopting IPv6.

· Ebrahim Khalil from Atheeb enquired about the presence of business case models for IPv6. HS from Devoteam stated that general guidelines for such cases are present and that each organization should create its own business case based on its needs and business strategy. 

· Mohammed Ghnaim (MG1) from Devoteam presented the IPv6 Test Lab currently hosted at CITC premises and the administrative and technical procedures to be followed by Service providers and other stakeholders to connect. MG1 highlighted that connectivity will be through IPv6 over IPv4 tunneling.

· Dr. IF stated that service providers willing to connect via a native IPv6 connection should themselves make the necessary link provisions to achieve this. He stated also that the structure of the lab emulated the internet architecture of Saudi Arabia and its IPv6 blocks have been supplied by the upstream tunnel broker.

· MG from KACST asked if the lab is connected to the internet. MG1 answered that yes, it is connected to the IPv6 internet via an upstream tunnel broker.

	· After the break, Rayed AlRashed (RR) from CITC gave the attendees a walk-through on the IPv6 strategy and reminded the audience about the importance of meeting the deadlines and milestones mentioned in the strategy.

· At the end of the strategy review session, RR presented the agenda of the coming public workshop planned on 8th of Feb. He also gave the attendees a brief about the IPv6 web site and encouraged everyone to visit it to get the latest update
· Dr. HA raised a concern that the current name of the coming public event (IPv6 workshop)  might be complex and not attractive. He suggested using a simple name instead. Dr. IF said that CITC will think about a new name for this.

· Dr. IF said that there will be a RIPE training in Riyadh on 7th of Feb for all LIRs.

· RR called the attendees to sponsor an IPv6 WiFi connection for the public event on 8th of Feb and to sponsor the next IPv6 Task Force meeting.

· Yousef Al Akeel (YK) from STC said that STC is interested in sponsoring the next Task Force meeting in its premises and he proposed the mid of March as a tentative date for this meeting
· RR said that he will send the current list of members to everyone to confirm the correctness of the contact information and to encourage the members to invite other key stakeholders in their organizations to be part of the Task Force. He mentioned also that a new link for adding new members to the current list will be provided through the IPv6 website


	5. Action Items   (add rows as necessary)

	Action
	Assigned to
	Due Date

	Awaiting actions from all Task Force members on the developed strategy and its initiatives
	All
	Prior to the next Task Force Meeitng

	CITC to send the current list of members to everyone to confirm the contact info
	CITC
	Prior to the next Task Force Meeitng

	CITC to publish the minutes on the IPv6 website and to provide a link for requesting the membership in the task Force
	CITC
	Monday, 25 of Jan


	6. Next Meeting (agenda, location and date will be confirmed)

	Date:  
	Mid of March  2009
	Time:  
	TBD
	Location:  
	STC

	Agenda:  
	· Technical Presentation

· FBPs to present 5 minutes updates on their IPv6 activities

· Discussions – Q&A
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